370	THE GOLDEN LOTUS
Golden Lotus went away. Then the Moon Lady said: "I
don't wish you to go to her. I have something to say to you.
The pair of you wear the same pair of trousers, and y9u are
making my life unbearable. She even has the audacity to come
to my room and call you away. The shameless hussy! She
might be your only wife and the rest of us nobodies. You are
a foolish scamp. No wonder people talk about you behind
your back. We are all your wives and you ought to treat us
decently. You needn't make everybody aware of the fact that
she has got you body and soul. Since you .came back from the
Eastern Capital, you haven't spent a single night in the inner
court. Naturally people are annoyed. You should put fire into
the cold stove before you begin on the hot one. You have no
right to allow one woman to monopolise you. So far as I am
' concerned, it doesn't matter. I don't care for games of this
sort, but the others will not stand it. They don't &ay anything,
burt they think a great deal. Tower of Jade didn't eat a thing
all the time we were at Brother Ying's place. She has probably
caught a chill on the stomach. Mistress Ying gave her two
cups of wine, but she couldn't keep it down. Will you go and
see her?"
"Is that true?" Hsi-m&i Ch'ing said. "Have these things
taken  away.   I won't drink  any  more." He went at once
to Tower of Jade's room.  She was undressed and lying
on the bed,  sick.  She was retching painfully. "My child,
how do you feel?" Hsi-mSn said. "I will send for a doctor
for you." Tower of Jade was vomiting. She did not answer.
He helped her to lie down, but she pressed her hands to her
breast.
"My dear, how are you? Tell me."   .
r   "I have a good deal of pain. Why do you ask? Go and
attend to your own affairs."
"I didn't know," Hsi-mgn said. "The Great Lady has only
just told me."
"Of course you didn't know," Tower of Jade said. "I am
not your wife. You only love the one who has established
herself in your heart."
Hsi-m£n  Ch'ing took her in his arms and kissed her,
"Don't tease me," he said. "Fragrance, make some strong tea
forycfur mother, at once."

